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Section |

VISION

Within the planning period, 2001 through 2020, increased pressure for development will occur. It isthe
City’s responghility to ensure that adequate Open Space is provided. Accordingly, the Open Space
Resdentid (OSR) land use didtrict, as specified inthe Land Use Plan, will be retained asanarea of limited
development, and large parcel residentia development will dominatethe outlying areas of the City. Asthe
City continues to develop through the planning period, importance will be placed on Open Space and its
presence will be a noticeable asset to resdents and visitors.

Section 11

PURPOSE

The Open Space Plan is the City’ s principa planning document to ensure that adequate Open Space is
provided in the City. The Plan embodies the City’s Open Space policies for the planning period
commencing at adoption and looking forward through the year 2020.

The purpose of the Open Space Plan is to provide safeguards for protection of Open Space and to
edablish a policy satement which advocates a balance between competing interests. Open Space
resources of the community as well as ameans of preserving these resources are identified in the Plan.

Section |11

WHAT ISOPEN SPACE

Open Spaceisany unimproved parcel or areawhichis designated for either no development or very limited
development, through contractua agreement, public ownership, or Generd Plan land use designation.
Open Space will be visble to the community, preserved for future generations, in spite of economic
pressures, in such a manner as to enhance the environment, promote the generd wefare and provide a
more suitable living environment. In the City of Twentynine PAms, Open Space includes:
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Deveoped City parks
Passive or undeveloped park lands owned by the City or other government agency

Undevelopable hillsdes

Aress of unique geologica formation

Water recharge areas

Aress of ungtable rock or soil formations such as dong earthquake fault lines
Mesquite Dunes Overlay

Inmeany cases, Open Space will be comprised of lands owned by the City or other government agencies.
However, privately owned lands cana so be set asdeto protect and preserve Open Space. The fallowing
methods represent some of the way's to accomplish this purpose:

Theuseof cluster devel opment whichalows more intense development on portions of a property
subject to the preservation of Open Space resources.

Requirement for an offer of dedication to the City of an Open Space easement or preservation
as acondition of approval of a subdivison or other discretionary project.

Public acquigtion (purchase) of development rights of Open Space resource aress.
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Section |V
INVENTORY OF OPEN SPACE
Tablel
INVENTORY OF OPEN SPACE
Open Space I Sze
Open Space Residential 2,435 acres
Joshua Tree National Park Oasis 58 acres
Mesquite Dunes Overlay 347 acres
Road Runner Dunes Golf Course-Developed 50 acres
Road Runner Dunes Golf Course-Undevel oped 45 acres
Desert Winds Golf Course 105 acres
Luckie Park 26 acres
Knott Sky Park 20 acres
Other City Parks 24 acres
TOTAL OPEN SPACE 3,110 acres
OPEN SPACE PER 1000 POPUL ATION (26,400) 118 acres

I nadditionto the above Open Space resources, the following areas are generaly undeveloped and are not
likely to be extensvely developed under current policy. Thefollowing do not meet the intended definition
of Open Space contained inthe General Plan, but they nonethel ess contribute to the Open Space resources
of the City:

I Thehillsded opesof Campbell Hill, Donnell Hill and Chocolate Drop that areinvisud exposure
to the Community. Portions of these hills are suited to low dendty developments, but much will
remain in natura area

1 Extremdy rugged and steep hillsides generdly found dong the City’ s southerly border, adjacent
to the Joshua Tree Nationa Park.

! Floodwaysidentifiedonthe General Plan Land Use Map, and other secondary drainage courses.
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Often these watercourses provide relief from the developed or developing areas of the City.

I Outlying areas of the City predominantly zoned as Rurd Living, withlimited density devel opment.
Thisdigtrict encompasses 15,960 acres, or approximately 43% of the total land areainthe City;
of this gpproximately one fourth is limited to one dwelling unit per five acres.
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Section V
GOALSAND POLICIES

A. Overview

The following gods are established for the Open Space Plan. The purpose of each god is established in
this section. To facilitate each god, policies are established and each policy is executed by one or more
programs.

B. Goa #1
Open Space shall be maintained inthe City as a valuable scenic resource which contributes to the generd
welfare and enhances the environment.

Purpose
The purpose of Goal #1 isto ensurethat the City continuesto provide vast amounts of Open Space
lands.

Policy 1.1
Approva of subdivisons will include an andysis of potentid Open Space crestion or
preservation.

Program 1.1.1

Wherepractica and feasible, res dentia subdivisons shal include Open Space ether onSght
or in the form of an offer of dedication to the City of an Open Space easement or
preservation.

Policy 1.2
The integrity of existing Open Space Residentid (OSR) lands, asidentified inthe Land Use Plan,
shdl be preserved.

Program 1.2.1
Any proposed change inland use designation affecting land in the OSR didtrict, shdl indude
aproposa for an Open Space easement of equd or greater Size.

Program 1.2.2
The minimum lot 9ze in the OSR didtrict shdl be ten acres, with larger lots encouraged.

Program 1.2.3
Residentia construction shdl minmizegradingimpactsand structuresshdl not visudly extend
above aridgeline.
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C. Goal #2
Open Space shdl be prominently visble in the community.

Purpose
The purpose of God #2 isto ensure that Open Space resources benfit the community and provide
noticeable aesthetic enhancements to the community.

Policy 2.1
Hillsdes shdl be preserved where possible to provide scenic vistas and Open Space.

Program 2.1.1
Development of sngle family dwellings may be dlowed in the OSR didtrict, but only with
minima disruption of the land.

Program 2.1.2
Public uses in the OSR didtrict are to be focused onthe natural quditiesof the area, keeping
as much open space as possible.

Program 2.1.3

Asameans of minimizingwind and water erosion, grading and removal of native vegetation
on parcels in the OSR didrict shdl be limited to pad areas for structures, necessary
driveways, and uses permitted in the didtrict.
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