Meetling Sununary
Twentynine Palms Community Trails Plan
Public Meeting
February 16, 2010: 6-8 p.m.
Twentynine Palms Community Services Building
74325 Joe Davis Drive, Twentynine Palms

Desired outcomes

« Develop trails plan vision and goals

« Obtain feedback on draft trails map

« Share information about the trails planning process and timeline

Agenda clems

1. Welcome and introductions
Randy Councell, Community Services Director for the City of Twentynine Palms,
welcomed the workshop participants and introduced the trails planning team
members and City staff.

2. Overview of meeting purpose and agenda
Following introductions, Anne Dove (National Park Service-Rivers, Trails &
Conservation Assistance Program [RTCA]) provided an overview of the purpose and
desired outcomes for the meeting and the workshop agenda. This orientation
included an overview of meeting ground rules.

3. Public Comments not on the Agenda
There were no public comments on items not on the agenda.

4. Summary of trails planning process
Randy Councell provided an overview of the trails planning process. At the same
time that the City is developing the trails plan, a broader general plan update is also
underway. The general plan will include broad goals that reflect the trails planning
effort and will be included in the circulation element of the general plan.

Stephanie Weigel, a regional land use planner with the Sonoran Institute who has
been coordinating the Morongo Basin Open Space Group (MBOSG), provided some
additional context. The MBOSG has identified a regional network of trails as a goal
for the basin and to that end, worked with the City of Twentynine Palms to apply for
assistance from RTCA to help develop a trails plan for the city which will help build
the framework for a broader regional trail system.
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Next, Anne Dove provided an overview of the trails planning process to date. An
initial public workshop was conducted on February 26, 2009 at which time input
was collected about key issues for trail planning in the city; existing trail recreation
in the area; and where people would like to see trails in the future. At that
workshop, participants were invited to participate in user-based work groups to
refine and ground truth the trail ideas generated at the workshop. March through
May, work groups focused on the four major trail user groups (equestrian,
hikers/walkers, cyclists and OHV users) convened to review the workshop input,
refine the proposed trail routes and to visit key locations in the field. Following this
process, the trail maps were updated. The County of San Bernardino, the US Marine
Corps and Joshua Tree National Park were consulted as key stakeholders to obtain
their feedback on proposed trail routes. Once this input was received, the trails
planning team conducted additional field work to make final refinements the draft
trails map being reviewed at this workshop.

Randy Councell then provided some background information about the topic of
OHV use and how it relates to this trails planning effort. He noted that OHV use was
originally going to be addressed in this trails planning effort until the General Plan
Advisory Committee developed draft recommendations that OHV use continue to
be prohibited within the city. When this recommendation was forwarded to the
Planning Commission, they countered that recommendation at which point, the
issue was forwarded to City Council for their direction. After reviewing the history
of the issue, City Council directed staff to develop ideas for policy considerations
which they requested be brought back to them for future direction. To that end,
Randy noted that questions about the future of OHV use have been integrated into
this workshop but that for now, the draft trails map is focused on non-motorized
uses.

bl

Planning framework overview

Anne Dove then presented an overview of the draft planning framework for the
trails plan (Attachment A: Draft Trails Planning Framework). The planning framework
will include a long-term, broad, overarching vision for trails and a series of shorter-
term goals that will describe a series of outcomes that will help the City eventually
achieve the vision. Anne described that this draft framework was developed based
on the input received from the public during the first workshop; the input
generated through the work group process; and from the public comments and
survey input from the general plan update process. Workshop participants were
asked to provide any feedback and no revisions were proposed.

o

Draft trails map review

Next, the draft trails map was presented along with a recap of how the route
recommendations were generated out of the public workshop, the work group
process, stakeholder input, and field work (Attachment B: Draft Trails Map). In
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addition, Anne noted that several general trail planning principles were applied
including: providing connections between neighborhoods and key destinations
(schools, shopping, etc.); providing shorter and longer trail loop opportunities; and

providing a denser network of trails towards the center of town with a smaller
number of key routes that will connect to regional destinations.

Workshop participants were then randomly divided into smaller breakout groups in
order to:

Identify any errors in the map and provide any “fine-tuning” to the routes
Assess whether there are any key destinations that are not proposed to be
linked by the proposed trail system

Evaluate whether the proposed trail network supports the draft planning
framework’s vision and goals

Generate ideas about the future of OHV use in the city to provide to City
Council

Each group was presented with and responded to the same set of questions, after
which, each group shared a summary of their discussion to the rest of the workshop
participants (Attachment C: Breakout Groups Feedback). Comment forms that included
the breakout group questions were also provided to workshop participants and two
comment forms and one written statement were provided to staff for integration into
the public comments (Attachment D: Comment Forms & Online Survey Feedback).

7. Overview of Next Steps
The workshop was concluded with a summary of the trail planning process next
steps, which will include:

Posting the comment form on the City’s website to provide an opportunity
for further comment (Attachment D: Comment Forms & Online Survey
Feedback)

Preparing an online survey tool that reflects the questions presented at the
workshop (Attachment D: Comment Forms & Online Survey Feedback)
Evaluating and integrating comments to the draft non-motorized trails map
Presenting the results of the workshop and online survey to City Council
with regard to OHV issues for their further direction/action
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Attachment C:
Breakout Groups Feedback

Workshop participants were divided into four discussion groups, each of which was
presented with and discussed the same set of questions:

BREAKOUT GROUP QUESTIONS

Draft Trails Map

1. Are there key destinations in the city that are not connected to the trail system as

proposed?

2. Does this trail network support the vision/goals in the planning framework?

3. Are there any proposed trails that you feel strongly should not be included?

4. Which routes are most important to implement first?

OHV Discussion

Scenario A: The City of Twentynine Palms provides area(s) for OHV within the City limits.
1. Are there potential sites within the City and if so, where?
2. What criteria should be used to decide whether an area could be used for OHV riding?

3. How would people get to that site with their OHVs? Would trails be needed or would
people have to bring their vehicles on trailers?

Scenario B: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide areas designated for OHV use, but does

provide OHV trail connections to designated riding areas outside of the City limits (currently the
closest are Copper Mountain and Gold Park; however, future uses in these areas are being
litigated).

1. What criteria should be used to assess the suitability of a potential route/corridor?
2. What if Copper Mountain and/or Gold Park no longer permit OHV use in the future?

Scenario C: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide for OHV riding within the City limits.
1. What are some ways that illegal OHV use can be addressed/ enforced?

For all scenarios, the following questions apply:
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How can appropriate/legal OHV use be encouraged?

How can inappropriate/illegal use be deterred?

How will OHV policies and regulations be enforced?

What are some design and management strategies for reducing adverse effects of
inappropriate OHV use?

HwWwN =

BREAKOUT GROUP INPUT

The following is a transcription of the notes taken for each breakout group. For
question #4 regarding priority routes for implementation, input was recorded directly
onto maps, which appear at the end of this written summary.

GREEN GROUP

Draft Trails Map Questions:

1. Are there important destinations in the city that are not connected to the proposed
trail system that should be?
e BLMlands (OHV areas)
e Schools
e Parks
e An east-west connector

2. Does this trail network support the vision/goals in the planning framework?
e Yes
e Should the goals include a percentage goal for accessibility? For target areas (1. Parks,
2. Schools, 3 businesses/work places)

3. Are there any proposed trails that you feel strongly should not be included and if so,
which one(s)?

e Stater Bros. to park...cross country destinations

OHV Use in Twentynine Palms

Scenario A: The City of Twentynine Palms provides area(s) for OHV within the City limits.

1. Are there potential sites within the City and if so, where?
e BLMlands
e There are areas outside of the city...annexation?
e North of Two Mile Rd/south of Amboy/Hillcrest Bluegrass
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e Racetrack

2. What criteria should be used to decide whether an area could be used for OHV
riding?
e Sufficient size
e Away from houses
e Access—qgetting there
e Terrain-some riders self-policing
e Marked—avoid trespass

3. How would people get to that site with their OHVs? Would trails be needed or would
people have to bring their vehicles on trailers?
e Trails system
e Staging area with trailer parking

Scenario B: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide areas designated for OHV use,
but does provide OHV trail connections to designated riding areas outside of the City limits
(currently the closest are Copper Mountain and Gold Park; however, future uses in these
areas are being litigated).

1. What criteria should be used to assess the suitability of a potential route/corridor?
e Size/width
e Accommodations for other uses
e Route connects desired destinations
e Marked/designated
e Speed limit
e Safe terrain
¢ Self-policing and enforced (citizens patrol)
e Rules/fines
e Away from congested areas
e No dust areas in congested areas
e Don't conflict with sensitive flora/fauna
¢ Minimize ground damage

2. What if Copper Mountain and/or Gold Park no longer permit OHV use in the future?
e Use places in the city of the BLM areas are closed

Scenario C: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide for OHV riding within the City
limits.
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1. What are some ways that illegal OHV use can be addressed/ enforced?
e Larger fines/tickets
¢ Increase policing
e Confiscate vehicles
e Signage
e Eduation/information
e Better map of legal areas
e Better marking (signage)
e Self policing
e No dust zones/slow down
e Safety checks (helmets)-enforcement
e Mufflers

BLUE GROUP

Draft Trails Map Questions:

1. Are there important destinations in the city that are not connected to the proposed
trail system that should be?
e Golf Course
e Mesquite Dunes
e Copper Mountain
Residential connections to Sunnyslope Schools, Encelia to Oasis

2. Does this trail network support the vision/goals in the planning framework?
e Maps don't address some user groups (OHV)
e Integrate equestrian and OHV

3. Are there any proposed trails that you feel strongly should not be included and if so,
which one(s)?

e (Noinput provided/recorded)

OHV Use in Twentynine Palms

Scenario A: The City of Twentynine Palms provides area(s) for OHV within the City limits.

1. Are there potential sites within the City and if so, where?
e Mojave-Baseline-Hwy 62-Wilshire
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e Sugar Bowl

e Campbell Hill-east

e Gold Park-east

e Copper Mountain

e North of Sunnore (sic?)

2. What criteria should be used to decide whether an area could be used for OHV
riding?
e Biggeris better
e Open riding—Ilarge size (300-400 acres)
e Wind and dust
¢ Noise
e Access
e Away from dense residential areas
e Terrain variability
e Neighboring property rights
e Most identify areas would have public access except G.P. (Gold Park?)

3. How would people get to that site with their OHVs? Would trails be needed or would
people have to bring their vehicles on trailers?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

Scenario B: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide areas designated for OHV use,
but does provide OHV trail connections to designated riding areas outside of the City limits
(currently the closest are Copper Mountain and Gold Park; however, future uses in these
areas are being litigated).

1. What criteria should be used to assess the suitability of a potential route/corridor?
e Open dirt roads and lower speed limits
e Availability
¢ Not through residential
e Connect to more remote commercial areas
¢ Washes/flood control
e Link established Gold Park, Copper Mountain, WV (?)

2. What if Copper Mountain and/or Gold Park no longer permit OHV use in the future?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

Scenario C: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide for OHV riding within the City
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limits.

1. What are some ways that illegal OHV use can be addressed/ enforced?
e Low priority
e Tough to legislate stupidity

The following questions are more general and could apply to any of the scenarios above:

1. How can appropriate/legal OHV use be encouraged?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

2. How caninappropriate/illegal use be deterred?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

3. How can OHV policies and regulations be enforced?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

4. What are some design and management strategies for reducing adverse effects of

inappropriate OHV use?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

YELLOW GROUP

Draft Trails Map Questions:

1. Are there important destinations in the city that are not connected to the proposed
trail system that should be?
e Schools

2. Does this trail network support the vision/goals in the planning framework?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

3. Are there any proposed trails that you feel strongly should not be included and if so,
which one(s)?
e Pedestrian/equestrian only Is not feasible (conflict of use)
¢ Should not be equestrian only (wash) because good tie to Copper Mountain and City
e Gold Park mining area has no OHV designation
e North portion of Morongo Rd. may not be as critical because can connect to Adobe via
USMC base
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OHV Use in Twentynine Palms

Scenario A: The City of Twentynine Palms provides area(s) for OHV within the City limits.

1. Are there potential sites within the City and if so, where?
e Sugar Bowl

e Grand Prix Track

e Campbell Hill (no?)

¢ No potential sites within City (noise, dust, proximity)

2. What criteria should be used to decide whether an area could be used for OHV
riding?

e Sound testing

e Nothing in conflict with general plan

e Dust mitigation efforts (water course? Compatible with ecosystem?)

e Avoid conflicts with tourist destinations

e Must pass CEQA reqt

e How big an area needed? Examples in Lake Elsinore

e How many users to break even with $?

3. How would people get to that site with their OHVs? Would trails be needed or would
people have to bring their vehicles on trailers?

e Trailers needed

e Should be able to use streets (with lic.)

Scenario B: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide areas designated for OHV use,
but does provide OHV trail connections to designated riding areas outside of the City limits
(currently the closest are Copper Mountain and Gold Park; however, future uses in these
areas are being litigated).

1. What criteria should be used to assess the suitability of a potential route/corridor?
e Connectivity between areas (small dirt trail)
¢ Follow city general plan
e Shared trails need logistics of use defined

2. What if Copper Mountain and/or Gold Park no longer permit OHV use in the future?
e Johnson Valley (through Landers and BLM). 20-30 miles from city

e Designated legal trail north from Johnson Valley and Amboy

Scenario C: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide for OHV riding within the City
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limits.

1. What are some ways that illegal OHV use can be addressed/ enforced?
e More law enforcement
e Higher penalties (S, bike confiscation)
e Volunteer enforcement
e The challenge is that some users ride in areas because it's convenient

The following questions are more general and could apply to any of the scenarios above:

1. How can appropriate/legal OHV use be encouraged?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

2. How can inappropriate/illegal use be deterred?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

3. How can OHV policies and regulations be enforced?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

4. What are some design and management strategies for reducing adverse effects of
inappropriate OHV use?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)
RED GROUP

Draft Trails Map Questions:

1. Are there important destinations in the city that are not connected to the proposed
trail system that should be?
e An OHV route to Copper Mountain. The wash is very wide and good for walking and
equestrians.

2. Does this trail network support the vision/goals in the planning framework?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

3. Are there any proposed trails that you feel strongly should not be included and if so,
which one(s)?

e Will only need one connection into base

OHV Use in Twentynine Palms
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Scenario A: The City of Twentynine Palms provides area(s) for OHV within the City limits.

1. Are there potential sites within the City and if so, where?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

2. What criteria should be used to decide whether an area could be used for OHV
riding?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

3. How would people get to that site with their OHVs? Would trails be needed or would
people have to bring their vehicles on trailers?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

Scenario B: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide areas designated for OHV use,
but does provide OHV trail connections to designated riding areas outside of the City limits
(currently the closest are Copper Mountain and Gold Park; however, future uses in these
areas are being litigated).

1. What criteria should be used to assess the suitability of a potential route/corridor?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

2. What if Copper Mountain and/or Gold Park no longer permit OHV use in the future?
e This would be bad

Scenario C: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide for OHV riding within the City
limits.

1. What are some ways that illegal OHV use can be addressed/ enforced?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

The following questions are more general and could apply to any of the scenarios above:

1. How can appropriate/legal OHV use be encouraged?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)

2. How can inappropriate/illegal use be deterred?
e (Noinput provided/recorded)

3. How can OHV policies and regulations be enforced?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)
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4. What are some design and management strategies for reducing adverse effects of
inappropriate OHV use?
¢ (Noinput provided/recorded)
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Attachment D:
Comment Forms & Online Survey Feedback

A comment form that mirrored the questions posed to the breakout groups during the
February 16, 2010 workshop was provided both at the workshop and on the City’s website. In
addition, an online survey was posted on SuveyMonkey.com to provide an opportunity for
the public to comment on the draft trails map, draft planning framework and OHV issues that
were discussed at the public workshop held February 16, 2010.

Two comment forms were submitted at the February 16 workshop and in total, there were 18
individuals who participated in the online survey.

The following is a summary of the questions as they appeared in the comment form and
online survey and the responses received. Please note that not all who completed the
comment form or participated in the online survey answered all of the questions.

Draft Non-Motorized Trails Map

In responding to the following questions, please refer to the "Draft Non Motorized Trails Map"
and the "Draft Planning Framework" documents posted on the City's website.

1. Does this trail network support the vision/goals in the planning framework?

e Yes
® yes
e Yes
e itdoes not address ohv use
e Yes

e No, there are no off-road vehicle trails at all. Not even mentioned on the map. This
survey asks for comments on Non-Motorized Trails map but the news release about
this survey said, "the survey, which offers questions related to pedestrian, bicycle, and
equestrian trails and destinations as well as OHV policy issues". | do not see any
Motorized Trails Map.

e Yes-itappears to provide access across the city and into areas that already are utilized
by the targeted populations.

e Yes
e No. It does not meet any goals of the draft planning framework.
e Yes

¢ notenough OHV access
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* yes

e No, there are no OHYV trails proposed. This study should be all-inclusive. This study is
biased. All alternatives should be provided and explored, provided to the Planning
Commission & City Council so they can make the best decision for the citizens of 29
Palms. This shouldn't be just a Bugs & Bunny Lovers committee perspective.

e For non-motorized yes.

e Yes

2. Are there important destinations in the city that are not connected to the proposed
trail system that should be?

¢ Amboy Road

o Yes

e no

e Motorized trails along both sides of highway and both sides of Amboy road leading to
BLM land where OHV riding is permitted on either existing trails or where open riding
is allowed.

e Not thatlam aware of.

e Not that | could see.

e Yes. There are no ohv trials to ohv riding areas.

e Sugar bowl, but that's not in the City limits | suppose

e no
e no
e OHV Trails to the Grand Prix area, Joshua Tree Dry Lake bed.
e No
e NO

3. Are there any proposed trails that you feel strongly should not be included and if so,
which one(s)?

e No

e yes, goldpark, copper mountain

e no motorized trails.

e No

e No - given that these are NOT motorized trails, there is minimal pollution impact for
residents in the various areas.

¢ Notthatlcould see.

e No.

e Looks good

e ohvaround and into outside town

e no
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e N/A
e No
e NO

Scenarios for OHV Use within the City

City staff has been directed by the City Council to seek input on OHV policies. To help get this
input, three potential scenarios for future OHV use in the city are provided along with
guestions for each. Please consider and respond to the questions for each scenario.

Scenario A: The City of Twentynine Palms provides area(s) for OHV within the City limits.

1. Are there potential sites within the City and if so, where?

e Gold Park

¢ North Mesquite, Campbell Hill, Gold Park, GP track, Copper Mountain

e Section 19, sugarbowl,

e goldpark, copper mountain, gp track, campbell hill, golf course, shugar bowl

e none acceptable

e Gold Park, 29 Palms Motor Sports Park (privately owned but should be purchased to
provide riding area - just like the skate park!), Sugar Bowl, trails to Copper Mountain
BLM riding area.

e None that seem reasonable or that would not negatively impact residents who don't
ride.

e There seem to be many in and around the city.

e There are two existing ohv areas already established in city limits. These could also be
linked together by the flood control ditch.

e NO

e dunes and east of town

e Gold Park, flood control from 29 hwy to gold park, section around unconnected anboy
rd. There is a lot of space inside 29 Palms where there are no houses.

e |am unfamiliar with any appropriate sites within the city.

e Hopefully none

e Yes. AM/PM. Grand Prix Area. Undeveloped area in the east part of 29 Palms

e On the east side of the city it would be benificial to have access to gas and restaurants.

e Possibly, in the industrial area.

2. What criteria should be used to decide whether an area could be used for OHV riding?
e Large area/no private property

e Access, dust, wind, noise
e availability, ease of access, speed limits to and from, noise/hazard control
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e Should connect local businesses with trails outside the city that actually go
somewhere i.e, Johnson Valley on to Stoddard and to Amboy and on to the river etc.

e availability of land, noise wind dust consideration,

e costof EIR. increased dust. noise fumes, illegal riding, increased trespass, desire of
neighbors for that kind of activity near their homes.

e Isitlegal?

e Dust and noise, environmental issues, ie wild life corridors, protected areas like the
Mesquite bosque and the JTNP. water flow areas that would be negatively impacted
by the disturbance of the existing terrain.

e Safety, noise level, population

e Areas that are already existing.

e Currently disturbed land, transition areas (that is how do the vehicles get from point A
to b?), non-residential areas (too much dust!)

e open land with blm or between blm land

e closeness to houses, type of terrain. access for trailer

e The area would have to be large enough for many OHV:s to ride safely, it would have to
be fenced to protect surrounding property, vehicle activity and noise noise should not
impact neighborhoods or businesses, or biologically or culturally sensitive areas, and
dust control measures should be applied to the surface and maintained.

¢ Noneitis an environmental devestatng sport

e Suggest finding a place in 29 Palms, a center hub for OHV riders to off-load, camp
overnight & ride, similar to the Joshua Tree Dry Lake Bed. Preferablly east of town.
California City is a great example of a trails system for OHVs. Suggest the trails
committee invite the Police

e The trail that is proposed for the equestrian trail would be ideal for OHV use. They
have matching criteria.

e Mitigation of noise and dust. Safety issues.

3. How would people get to that site with their OHVs? Would trails be needed or would
people have to bring their vehicles on trailers?

e Staging area in Gold Park. Sand wash to staging area at Copper Mountain, riding area
with camping-BOTH

e Both

e trails, many who live in 29 palms fire up their quads and ride to the OHV areas
regardless of laws

e Need trails

¢ rails, and open parking areas near paved roads with trails to riding areas.

e Trails won't help because it will be illegal to ride from houses to the trails unless there
is a trail from each lot in town to the trails of you let people ride their orvs to get to the
trails in which case the point of the trails is negated.
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e Combination. Trails to the sites need to be provided. But, people also need the ability
to bring their vehicles on trailers.

e OHV riders should trailer their vehicles. A trail system would be nearly impossible to
control and incredibly damaging to the surrounding area. A trail system would also
increase dust and noise for residents in the area. Boaters and water skiers travel to the
water with their equipment; OHV riders are no different.

e Probably both- trails and trailers. It seems most people already have trailers.

e You could provide both trails and staging areas within the city.

e They should bring them.

e combination, should be a major east/west and north/south so that much of it can be
easly accessed without trailers.

e That's a great question. hard to answer with info as to where. staging areas are always
nice at least enough room to turn a trailer around and some parking.

e People would have to trailer their OHVs if the noise and dust is not to impact residents
and businesses.

e City funds should not be expended in support of a sport that is contrary to clean air

e Both

e Depends onthe trail location. It could be either. We would need to see the trails
proposal before answering that question.

e Trailer them to staging area.

Scenario B: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide areas designated for OHV use, but
does provide OHV trail connections to designated riding areas outside of the City limits (currently
the closest are Copper Mountain and Gold Park; however, future uses in these areas are being
litigated).

1. What criteria should be used to assess the suitability of a potential route/corridor?

e Property rights, how far are residences/noise

e Land access

e current use and convenience to housing areas within the city

e The ability to police such areas and trails eficently to maintain compatibility with
general community needs. any problems need to br quickly addressed.

e distance from dwellings, noise, dust consideration. use exsisting trails/routs that are
already in use

e willingness of people who live within a mile of the routes to veto such use of their
neighborhoods.

e Use same criteria as walking/equestrian trails.

e There is no criteria that would address or deal with the damage to the enviornment or
the peace of the areas that the corridors cross.

e Safety, environment and accessibility
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e Work with the existing corridors within the city and develope propossed equestrian
trails for co-use.

e Residential areas - stay away a lot of dust and noise!

e existing routes/wemo routes

e whatisn't litigated? Yours trails plan will be once you do or don't include OHV.

e The route should be on city owned land, not go through neighborhoods or impact
biologically or culturally sensitive areas.

e Noneitisaawful idea

e Use the current State requirements.

e The equestrian trail is very suitable for OHV use. They have the same criteria needed.
Size, openess ect.

e Safety. Cost of purchasing right of way.

2. What if Copper Mountain and/or Gold Park no longer permit OHV use in the future?

e That would be wrong

e Better to have a plan than not

¢ It would happen anyway, with or without permission, it's impossible to control every
kid in town and where he rides. | shudder to think of high speed ORV chases

e Dosen't matter. There are going to be lots of cross country destinations. 29 should be
one of them!

e the trail system would still relieve congestion of ohvs from streets and neiborhoods

¢ No one owes anyone a place to ride orvs.

e City should create OHV riding area. Consider the handling of skateboarding
complaints, challenges, etc. a few years ago. Apply same logic.

e The current huge area in Johnson Valley is accessed by riders trailering their vehicles.
In the unhappy that riding continues to be allowed in Gold Park or Copper Mountain,
this should be the case. Gold Park doesn't have the roadways in place to handle large
vehicles pulling trailers nor should that scenario be explored.

e |see OHVs all the time. The riders make and will continue to make their own areas.
One big one is the dune area on the corner of Adobe and Amboy roads.

e New areas in the city would need to be developed.

o ?

e Just go through the desert anywhere you want because you now have been denied
your right to do something by a group of fools that didn't realise you are going to ride
somewhere so why not help secure them an area.

e Then obviously there should not be a route to the site - the city would be encouraging
illegal activity

e Come to an agreement with the Hill Toppers association about using their area.

e If we had a trail system and park within the city limits this would not nessesarily be a
concern.

Meeting Summary-Twentynine Palms Community Trails Plan Page 6
Public Meeting-February 16, 2010 Attachment D



Scenario C: The City of Twentynine Palms does not provide for OHV riding within the City limits.
1. What are some ways that illegal OHV use can be addressed/ enforced?

e Thisis abad scenario

e Sheriff's department already has off-road enforcement vehicles

e GIVE THEM ALTERNATIVES TO ILLEGAL USE

e Embrace the formation of local OHV clubs that promote responsible riding, support
their endevour and encourage partisipation.

e Lockthemin jail

e laws are already in force. enforcement and education. modify the exsisting riding area
map and distribute them in the community. place maps at keyosks at trail heads. mark
private property near ohv ares so people know.

e stop the ruination at adobe and amboy. enforce the existing laws. conduct a campaign
to educate about the legality of driving in town and in the surrounding areas. Form an
ORV task force.

e Make a legal place to ride. Make it easy and legal to get there. Post speed limit signs.
Issue speeding tickets and enforce motor vehicle codes (registration, insurance, etc.)
Post signs much like the skateboard park. Create a group within the OHV community
to help self-police the area and riders.

e Increased enforcement by LE. Education regarding the damage done by the vehicles,
advertisement of alternative riding areas ( which probably includes the identification
of areas nearer than Johnson Valley for legal riding.)

e The city can't afford the time or money that would be required to address this.

e Providing areas and trails for ohv use

e Financial incentives, anonymous tip lines, but this is a code enforcement issue, general
education programs for the population.

e special license or fee to use. sticker and enforce at points along routes. to pay for and
maintain.

e This is the worse case scenario. Easiest scenario for the City to follow

e increased law enforcement with stiff fines, increasing with each offense. there must be
a way to track offenders. This is a nationwide problem so it is important to research
how other cities are dealing with it and with what success. By its nature - loud, dusty,
and hard on road surfaces, this is a recreation that needs to have its own area away
from neighborhoods and biologically and culturally sensitive areas. There are many of
these set aside areas in the Mojave and Colorado Desert-the city should encourage
their use in every way.

e Enforcement: We cannot enforce the illegal OHV use now. The Sheriff's Dept does not
have the manpower & equipment to enforce it now without significant cost to the Tax
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Payer and City. They cannot be every where all the time. If the city designates trails
and areas to ride, the Sheriff can concentrate on those areas for enforcement with the
current off-rode patrol they now have. It would actually make their job easier.

e Stronger penalties for those breaking the law. Education, better maps. Make a "no dust
zone" like no wake zones on the lake for residential areas. That will eliminate the dust
and noise for those areas.

For all scenarios...

The following questions are more general and could apply to any of the scenarios. Please
provide any additional ideas in response to the following set of questions.

1. How can appropriate/legal OHV use be encouraged? How can inappropriate/illegal
use be deterred? How can OHV policies and regulations be enforced? What are some
design and management strategies for reducing adverse effects of inappropriate
OHV use?

e Education, signage, enforcement-most important, education to military

e Maybe acquire Mellin Morris track and open it to moto cross track and camping

¢ Fines/education, better maps and education signs, fines and impounds

e By enforcement of registration

e the most effective way is to make it inconvenient for them to break the law, the right
access paths, the right areas would do much to preclude undesirable activities.

e Education and enforcement is the answer. There are classroom programs for our youth
designed for public schools. And, to make enforcement more efficient we would be
wise to first determined which problems are real and which are a fabrication of our
local anti-OHV, anti-access, liars club!

e Fines forillegal use

e hundreds of 29 palms citizens do it daily now with out any complaints. the baddies are
very few and will continue to be bad regardless of the consequence. but educating the
uninformed will help the most. keep riding areas away from neiborhoods and down
wind to minimize interaction of non-ohv users and ohvs. seek out existind trails
already in use.

e Twentynine needs an orv task force.

e Create legal OHV riding area and trails to get there legally. Enforce existing motor
vehicle laws (registration, insurance, helmets, etc.). Deterrents include citations, fines,
impounding). Ask the OHV community to form a self-policing group, maybe even a
group much like Citizens On Patrol with identifiable uniforms and vehicles, perhaps
with ability to issue citations specific to OHV use. Then ALSO strongly police
inappropriate and illegal OHV use in other areas to encourage use of the legal riding
areas. But, you have to make the legal riding area big enough to hold riders' interest. If
it's too small, they'll get bored with it and find other areas. Work with local motorcycle
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clubs, like the Hilltoppers, to help design the riding area - just like you got input from
skateboarders on the skate park.

e Alternative riding areas outside the city limits with clear boundaries and increased
patrol/oversight by LE and the local OHV group would help encourage legal and
appropriate riding. Education regarding the damage to the ecosystem is critical. It
seems important that we work with the county to develop a riding area nearer than
Johnson Valley. Involvement by citizens, particularly local riders, to make that area an
attractive destination would go a long way toward helping folks who ride feel
validated and likely help them have a greater desire to self police their fellow riding
friends. It could also be a draw to people from outside the area who ride, increasing
the amount of $$ spent in 29 Palms by OHV riders without having such a negative
effect within the city.

e Education might help, but I think the problem is too much out of control to manage at
this time. People put barriers, post signs, etc. to block OHVs; they riders just go around
them. OHVs go pretty much anywhere.

e They should have somewhere to go, but also somewhere that is currently disturbed
land (tortoise minimal or tortoise vacant) perhaps they could be somewhere where
they would destroy non-native plants (unless this exacerbates the problem of course).

e education is always the key. signage, special enforcement group.

e There will always be bad people. Education would help, a designated area would help
and enforcement would help. We could fence off everything like they used to do in the
wild west to stop cattle from moving across their land.

e There should be good signage, including billboards, brochures, radio spots letting
riders know the city's policy. Law enforcement must be ramped up to the task of
enforcement. This is a huge problem from whatever side it is addressed and the
wisdom gained from other areas should be researched. It will be hard.

e Theriders are here. Itis illegal to ride on the streets of Twentynine Palms now. They
Sheriff can't be every where all the time. Twentynine Palms needs a trails system and
designated riding area to support this family orientated recreation. A friendly OHV
attitude and education will assist in protecting the environment. The current situation
will allow for the continued degregation of the desert. It will also be an economic
benefit to the community. You are not living in reality if you think OHV use
Twentynine Palms can be stopped.

e Appropriate/legal OHV use could bring a ton of money into thise area. We could
promote the trail/park and have a sticker fee for use either single time or annual pass.
Also with having a park and trail for OHV use it would eliminate the tresspassing issue
that we currently have. Also Education and better signage and maps would assist that.
Inapprpriate/illegal could be deterred by increasing the fines for those that break the
laws.
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